Making space: integrating meaningful interprofessional experiences into an existing curriculum.
Many health professional education programs have instituted, or are in the process of developing, structures for implementing interprofessional education (IPE). Professional organizations are also adopting IP competencies for their respective memberships and accreditations. Our IPE design and educational framework was informed by evidence gathered from professional organizations; the students' lived experience with traditional approaches and evolving IPE designs and data from our school's longitudinal curriculum evaluation study. This paper briefly describes the evolution and design of an embedded IPE program within an existing master's level curriculum - which meets not only curriculum competencies but also nationally recognizes IPE competencies. In addition, the embedded program articulates with a mandatory faculty-wide IPE initiative. The creation of embedded IPE within existing courses allowed for enriched learning opportunities for both discipline-specific and IPE knowledge without changing the overall curriculum structure.